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PART 9. DIGITIZING TOOLS



Training event (C1) of Daylighting rivers Florence Oct. 1st – 5th 2018

QGIS Digitizing Tools

Digitizing an existing layer
By default, QGIS loads layers read-only. This is a safeguard to avoid accidentally editing a layer if

there is a slip of the mouse. However, you can choose to edit any layer as long as the data

provider supports it, and the underlying data source is writable (i.e., its files are not read-only).

In general, tools for editing vector layers are divided into a digitizing and an advanced digitizing

toolbar.

Vector layer basic editing toolbar
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QGIS Digitizing Tools
All editing sessions start by choosing the Toggle editing option. This can be found in the context 

menu after right clicking on the legend entry for a given layer.

Alternatively, you can use the Toggle editing button from the digitizing toolbar to start or stop 

the editing mode. Once the layer is in edit mode, markers will appear at the vertices, and 

additional tool buttons on the editing toolbar will become available.

Tip:  Save Regularly! Remember to Save Layer Edits regularly. This will also check that your data 

source can accept all the changes.
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QGIS Digitizing Tools
Right click on “reticolo_ARNO” and activate the Toggle Editing

Load the Bing satellite layer  and zoom here

Select this tract of the river

Try to modify the linear element selected
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QGIS Digitizing Tools
Zoom to the selected feature X

Activate the Vertex tool

Left click on the jand then move the

cursor to the desired position

Try to modify the linear element selected



Training event (C1) of Daylighting rivers Florence Oct. 1st – 5th 2018

QGIS Digitizing Tools

Try to modify the linear element selected
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QGIS Digitizing Tools Create a new  layer

You can use the Point Add Feature, Line Add Feature or Polygon Add Feature icons on the toolbar

to put the QGIS cursor into digitizing mode.

For each feature, you first digitize the geometry, then enter its attributes. To digitize the

geometry, left-click on the map area to create the first point of your new feature.

For lines and polygons, keep on left-clicking for each additional point you wish to capture. When

you have finished adding points, right-click anywhere on the map area to confirm you have

finished entering the geometry of that feature.
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QGIS Digitizing Tools Create a new  layer

For each feature, you first digitize the geometry, then enter its attributes. To digitize the

geometry, left-click on the map area to create the first point of your new feature.

Create a line vector

We have to add a new field

Type Text data, name «Status»

File name «Affrico» click on 

«…» to specify the whole path!
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QGIS Digitizing Tools Create a new  layer

To digitize the geometry, left-

click on the map area to create 

the first point of your new 

feature. keep on left-clicking for 

each additional point you wish 

to capture. When you have 

finished adding points, right-

click anywhere on the map area 

STATUS = FREE

STATUS = 

CULVERTED
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QGIS Digitizing Tools Create a new  layer
Create two linear objects in the same vector, classify

accordingly, and calculate geometry

When finish to 

digitize each line 

enter object id 

(1, 2…)


